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BIRMAN LEGEND 

ñThe reincarnation of souls and a deep respect  
and love for priests is the bases for the legend of  
the Sacred Cats of Burmaò  

 

"Once upon a time, before the days of Buddha, the Khmer people built beautiful temples to honour 
their gods principally the god Song-Hyo and the goddess Tsun-Kyan-Kse. One of these temples was the 
temple of Loa-Tsun where a golden figure of the goddess, with sapphire eyes, was kept - and also 100 
pure white cats. One of these was Sinh, the companion of an old priest, Mun-Ha, whose golden beard 
was said to have been braided by Song-Hyo himself. 

One night Thai raiders attacked the temple, killing Mun-Ha as he knelt before the figure of the god-
dess. Immediately the cat Sinh jumped on the body of its master and faced the goddess. The priestôs 
soul entered the cat, and as it did so the white hair of its body became golden (like the goddess, or like 
the old priestôs beard, according to different versions of the story) and its eyes became sapphire-blue like 
those of the goddess. Its legs turned brown, except where the feet rested on its master ï there they re-
mained white. The transformation inspired the other priests to drive the raiders off but, seven days 
later, Sinh also died carrying with it into paradise the soul of Mun-Ha. The next morning all the other 
white cats of the temple had undergone the same transformation as Sinh. From then on the priestôs 
guarded their sacred golden cats, believing them to have custody of the souls of the priests. 

The original Birmans of France are said to have been a gift from the priests of a new temple of Lao-
Tsun in the mountains of Tibet. Two cats were reputedly sent to France one - a male - dying in transit. 
The female, already pregnant, is said to have survived to become the founder of the pedigree Birman 
breed of Europe. 

It is intriguing when, that in 1960, a pair of óTibetan Templeô kittens was given to a North American 
cat lover, they had colouring identical to the Birman and were accompanied by the same legend - even 
down to the 100 temple cats. 

Whatever itôs true origin, the Birman is a fascinating variety which became very successful in France 
until WW II decimated the feline population. After the war the breed was again reduced to two indi-
viduals and it was a long time before it could fully recover. Birmans were first taken to England from 
France in the early 1960's and were accepted for championship competitions in 1966. 

 

The legend also has it that when a priest dies 
his soul was transmigrated into the body of a 
cat and upon the cats death the priestôs soulôs 
transition into heaven has been accom-
plishedò 
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Cheers 

 

Lesley Freemann 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 
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PET BIRTHDAYS 

January 

Mickey Blue Eyes 16th Mrs E Kalker 10 years old 

March 

Chester 4th Mrs B Jose 4 years old 

April  

Morgan 9th Mr N & Mrs V Lowry 1 year old 

DIARY DATE 
THE BIRMAN SOCIETY INC. 

CHAMPIONSHIP SHOW 
 

SUNDAY MAY 29TH, 2011 
 

See www.cats.org.au for full schedule. 
Support your club, enter your cats or come along 

to help out or just turn up to say Hi. 
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SUZANNE LE GOODðFELINE ARTIST 

Suzanne was born in North London, and after spending most of her  
childhood drawing and painting animals, moved to Folkestone. 
Suzanne studied at Maidstone College of Art her home is now a 
village in between Folkestone and Canterbury in Kent, on top of the 

North Downs. 

She has enjoyed 
the company of 
Siamese cats for 
over 25 years, and 
now shares her 
life, lap and 
studio with 
Oliver, a Seal point Siamese, and Wispa, her 
tortie Devon Rex girl. 

Suzanne has 
been exhibiting 

and selling cat artwork at major UK Cat Shows for over 10 years 
and regularly has a stand at the National Cat Club Show, 
Olympia, and the Supreme, at the NEC Birmingham. 

She works in water colours, acrylics, pastels and oils, often using 
other media such as metallics, relief outliners, crystal stones and 
gold leaf, especially in her 'trademark' intricately-patterned 

backgrounds. Another specialty 
of Suzanneôs is to set tiny crystal 
stones into the cats' eyes, so 
bringing them to life - "they 
follow you round the room" is a 
frequent comment! Her cat-
embellished furniture, boxes, mirrors and other 'one-off' items 
have proved to be very popular and make ideal and unusual 
gifts. 

Siamese and Devon Rex are her 
greatest love, but she also paints 
other cats, guinea pigs, ferrets 
and horses. 

Suzanneôs work can be found at 
www.suzannelegoodcats.com 
and also on e-bay (search for  
Suzanne le Good).   She has 
many overseas clients and 
customers. 
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OUT AND ABOUT AT SHOWSðEXCEPTIONAL WINS 

Shakandah Sebastian owned by Anne and Glen Davis 
wins Best Group 1 Exhibit at the Mountain District Cat 

Club Show in September. 

Brynler Donôt Worry Be Happy owned by Suz-
anne Parkinson  wins Best Group 1 Exhibit at 

the Feline Health and Research Show 

CCCA Triple Gd Ch & ACF AoE & Gold PN Sharada 
Salaminca (Hons) owned by Suzanne Parkinson wins 
Best Group 1 Exhibit at the Birman Society Inc Cham-
pionship Show 

CCCA Db Gd Ch & Gold Ch Shenji Zachary (Hons) 
owned by Carol Doyle wins Best Group 1 Exhibit at 
the Ballarat Society Show 

Champion Eldorato Fantasia owned by Lesley Freemann 
wins Supreme Exhibit in Show, Supreme Group 1 Ex-
hibit and Best Group 1 Exhibit at the Chandler Tribute 
Show. 

Shakandah Sebastian owned by Anne and Glen Davis 
wins Best Group 1 Exhibit at the Chandler Tribute 

Show. 
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OUT AND ABOUT AT SHOWSðEXCEPTIONAL WINS 

Shakandah Amazing Grace owned by Anne and Glen 
Davis wins Best Group 1 Exhibit at the Burmese & 

Other Shorthair Cat Club Show 

Ch Brynler Doe-Rae-Me 
owned by Suzanne Parkin-
son,  wins Best Group 1 
Exhibit at the Melbourne 
Royal Show 

Eldorato Mickey Blue Eyes owned by Ri-
ley Mieglitz  wins Best Group 1 Exhibit at 
the Royal Thai Cat Club Show 

Note:  Group 1 cats are Persian, Exotic, Birman, Norwegian Forest Cat, Turkish Van, Ragdoll, 
Maine Coon & Siberian.  The Group 1 entry in a show is usually the biggest section, often with 
over 100 entries, so to be awarded Best Group 1 Exhibit means they are the best cat out of ALL 
the Group 1 cats entered on the day. 

Brynler Doe-Rae-Me owned 
by Suzanne Parkinson  
wins Supreme Exhibit in 
Ring 2 and Best Group 1 
Exhibit at the Mountain 
District Cat Club Show in 
March 
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CAT OF THE YEAR RESULTS 2010 

G.C.C.F.V. Overall Cat of the Year : 

Congratulations to Gay Hubbard on winning the G.C.C.F.V. Overall Cat of the Year for 2010 
with her Cream Turkish Van, CCCA Ch & Gold Premier Neuter Vanizma Cream Casper 
(Hons). 

 

Group 1 Section Winners: 

Adult:  COONHAVEN JACK BE NIMBLE  Maine Coon   Kyra Foster 

Kitten:  COONHAVEN JACK BE NIMBLE  Maine Coon   Kyra Foster 

Neuter:  VANIZMA CREAM CASPER (Hons)  Turkish Van   Gay Hubbard 

 

Top 20 Results:  

Adult:  In the top 20 there were: 8 Birmans (40%), 5 Persians (25%) 3 Maine Coons 
(15%), 2 Ragdolls (10%) & 2 Exotics (10%). 

Kittens:  In the top 20 there were: 7 Birmans (35%), 6 Persian (30%), 4 Maine Coons 
(20%), & 3 Exotics (15%).,  

Neuters:  In the top 20 there were: 5 Maine Coons (25%), 5 Persians (25%), 4 Birmans 
(20%), 2 Turkish Vans(10%), 2 Exotics (10%), 1 Norwegian Forest Cats (5%)  & 
1 Ragdoll (5%). 

So across the top 20 of the three sections, Birmans occupied 32% of the places, Persian 27%, 
Maine Coons 20%, Exotics 12%, Ragdoll 5% and Turkish Van 3% and Norwegian Forest Cats 
2%.  Congratulation to all. 

CASPER 
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BIRMAN AWARDS 2010 

Best Male Adult: SHENJI ZACHARY (Hons) Carole Doyle 

Best Female Adult: BRYNLER DOE-RAE-ME  Suzanne Parkinson 

Best Kitten: BRYNLER DOE-RAE-ME  Suzanne Parkinson 

Best Opposite Sex Kitten: FLORENCIA LORD FLETCHER (Imp NZ)  BK Heather 

Best Neuter: SHARADA SALAMINCA (Hons) Suzanne Parkinson 

INCA 

FLETCHER  

ZACH 

DOE-RAE-ME  
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LIFE AFTER KITTENS 

Cymaron Wispa was born 18th August, 2007 from a mating of 
Cloudyfold Princess (Imp UK) and CCA CH & GOLD CH El-
dorato Zabeal (Hons). 

A beautifully marked young girl, she went to a breeder in NSW 
who wanted to introduce the UK bloodline into her pedigrees.  
Wispa was entered into the Federal Kitten show in December 2007 and won Best Birman Kit-
ten and Best Group 1 Kitten.  Then early in 2008, the NSW breeder decided that Wispa was a 
bit too small in size, so she returned to her original breeder in Victoria. 

Wispa produced 3 beautiful litters over the next couple of years before being retired in 2010.  
Just as she was being retired, Carmen Phelan decided it was time to find another Birman and 
Wispa magically had found a new home and wonderful owner. 

Wispa now spends her days lazing in the sun, going outside in her purpose built óHiltonô and 
generally ruling the household.   

For her 3rd Birthday, the table was laid, a cake 
was made, covered in cling film and then a spe-
cial bowl of favourite food was placed on top.  
The family was summoned, birthday candles lit, 
songs sung, Wispa had her favourite food and 
then the family ate the cake.  What a life!    
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CAT WATER BOWLS 

There are as many different types of water bowls 
available for cats as there are, well, cats.  Plastic, 
metal, china.  Round, square, oval.  Deep or 
shallow?  Automatic refill or water fountain?  So 
many choices for what is a cat essential. 

Composition: 

There are three choices when it comes to the 
material a water bowl is made of.  Plastic, metal 
or china.  Each one has its own advantages and 
disadvantages 

Plastic bowls:  

Plastic is cheap and cheerful.  Plastic bowls come in many colours, shapes and sizes but have a 
couple of problems.  Some cats may be allergic to the plastic and develop blackheads on the 
chins.  Cats with big ruffs like Persians and Maine Coons can rub their coat against the plastic 
and become matted or break off the coat that point.  Plastic bowls can also develop hairline 
cracks that allow germs to breed if not cleaned properly. 

Ceramic, china, glass bowls:  

Ceramic, china and glass bowls are always a popular choice.  They can 
range from a dollar at the local reject shop up to hundreds of dollars for 
a large, personalised bowl for your cat.  If you have a cat that likes to 
ñfishò in their water bowl, make sure you buy a heavy based bowl that 
cannot be tipped over.  It wonôt stop them splashing the water every-
where, but it will stop them creating their own pond on the kitchen 
floor.  If you are buying a ceramic bowl, make sure the glaze used to wa-
terproof it is lead free. 

Stainless steel bowls:  

Stainless steel bowls tend to keep water cooler than the other choices, but it is hard to find a 
heavy weight bowl that canôt be tipped over.  Some stainless steel bowls come with non slip rub-
ber rings on the bottom, but this rubber can perish over time.  Beware of steel bowls which can 
rust quickly, especially if out in a run.  Stainless steel is a good choice for long coated breeds as it 
wonôt break the coat. 

Depth 

How deep your catôs bowl is depending on a number of things.  How many cats are sharing the 
bowl, and if any of them play with the water and are likely to empty the bowl while youôre away or 
at work.  Itôs always good to have two water bowls full at all times, and if you are a multi-cat 
household, four or five in different locations will ensure all cats can have a drink when required.  
Remember, however, that you will be lifting the bowls at least once if not twice a day, so donôt get 
something so heavy you end up with back problems. 



Page 12 

 

CAT WATER BOWLS 

Shape:  Most bowls are round but you can find different shapes if you search hard enough.  
Some cats donôt like having their whiskers touch the side of a bowl, so look for rectangular 
bowls that will suit.  For long coated breeds, consider using a spaniel bowl.  These bowls are 
specifically designed to keep the long ears of spaniels out of their food and water bowls and 
work for cats by keeping their ruffs out of the bowls when they drink. 

Bowls for nursing queens and young kittens 

For nursing queens with baby kittens it is best to start with hanging water bowls, the type used 
by bird breeders.  This ensures that baby kittens canôt drown when they are first moving 
around.  When the kittens are old enough to start drinking, a shallow bowl no deeper than five 
inches is suggested.  As the kittens get older, you can increase the depth of the bowl. 

Automatic water bowls and water fountains 

There are various types of water fountains and automatic refill 
water bowls on the market now.  All recirculate the water 
through a filter, usually charcoal, which supposedly keeps the 
water cleaner for the cat.  These need to be sited near a power 
point, and you need to keep an eye on any cat that likes play-
ing with electrical cords.  The automatically refill type are best 
suited for outside cat runs that have a tap inside the run, or 
near it.  Not all cats like the moving water of a fountain and 
you may find that your expensive water bowl is ignored for the 
traditional bowl. 

Whatever type of bowl you choose, it must be cleaned and re-
filled at least once a day. You donôt drink dirty water and you 
should not expect your cat to do so.  If you see a change in 
how much water your cat is drinking, a trip to the vet is advised to make sure everything is ok 
with your feline companion. 

Article by  Tracy of IceRegal 
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IN LOVING MEMORY  

TATANIA (9th November 1993 -  2nd July 2010)  

T.T. (Tatania) and her twin brother (O.B. Oberon) 
were great mates when they were young, playing to-
gether, cuddling up together and  great company for 
each other.  However, as they matured O.B. decided 
that as a male he would be in charge of the house-
hold and T.T. being the gracious  little girl,  took 
somewhat of  a back seat.  After O.B. died 2 1/2 
years ago, T.T. came into her own, enjoying being 
Queen of the castle. 

A sweet little girl she was. Tatania would have a 
conversation with you. She would let you know 
what she wanted. When she thought it was 
time to go to bed, she would look at you and 
start walking toward the bedroom, checking 
that you were following.  

One of her favourite places during the day was 
to sleep in the "In-tray" on my desk in my study, 
not a lot of work got done!  

Wonderful memories of a sweet little treasure. I 
miss her dearly. 


